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"Even as you do unto the least of these, my brethren, you do it unto to me."                                    Matthew 25:40
HISTORY.  Since July 5, 1990, Marietta First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has “spread the love of Christ” by providing emergency food to families in need.  The Disciples Mission Food Pantry has been featured in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the Marietta Daily Journal and on Atlanta TV Channels 2 (ABC), 5 (FOX), 11 (NBC) and 46 (CBS).  It is where families in the City of Marietta and Cobb County go who have nowhere else to turn for help.  The financial contributions and food that you give helps 500-750 families each month.  The Food Pantry was originally founded by the Christian Women’s Fellowship and led by Anita Farris and Marge Rose.  For the past fourteen years, its Executive Director has been Sherwood Smith, a Pastoral Associate at F.C.C.  Volunteers pick up food donations, shop for food, stock food, pack food bags, keep records, register and assist clients on Mondays and Saturdays from 9:00 am to noon.

DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE.  As many of you know, the Food Pantry had record years in 2009 and 2010, distributing more than a quarter million pounds of food each year to families in need throughout Cobb County.  The current recession, which we are told is over, still lingers on.  In addition to the unemployed, the homeless, seniors on fixed incomes, and single mothers with hungry children; the working poor are coming in ever greater numbers.  And, while we were spending considerably less on food in 2011, we were still on pace to exceed the total poundage of 2009 and 2010. 

But, donations were down and the Food Pantry ran out of funds last October 2011.  We still had food on hand, but, if we didn’t get more financial funding, I wasn’t sure that the Food Pantry could continue.  I had already ordered more food from the Atlanta Community Food Bank on faith that God would provide.  In the process, however, we were also looking at reducing the amount of food that we would be giving to each individual family.  And, I wondered, when would we hit that point when we weren’t giving out enough food to make it worthwhile for families to come.  Then, the Marietta Daily Journal come to our rescue with an article titled “Scraping the bottom of the barrel – Church food pantry in desperate need of donations.”  That was us!  
Praise God.  The response to that article and to several television news reports was extremely gratifying.  As a result, 2011 was another record year for the Food Pantry for the amount of food distributed to families in Cobb County.  Last year the Food Pantry provided 273,800 pounds of groceries to 7,005 families containing a total of 9,800 children, 1,700 seniors, and 23,000 total persons.  Wow!  This was the most food ever.  We thank everyone who contributed financially, donated food, participated through prayers, and volunteered in the Food Pantry.  God Bless You!  

---- Holiday Harvest Funds & Food Drive ----

----------------- Glory Hallelujah ! ------------------

       (Thank you, Thank you, Thank you)
What a wonderful way to start this New Year, 2012.  Our Disciples Mission Food Pantry had a bountiful Holiday Harvest Funds and Food Drive during November and December last year, and we thank all the generous people that responded with grocery bags of food or with financial assistance, especially those persons who responded to the news articles in the Marietta Daily Journal, the neighborhood newspapers and to those who responded to Channel 2 and Channel 11 News reports.  Thank you everyone!  May God bless you and may you have a happy New Year!

----------- What is this Food Pantry
            that we keep hearing about?
       By Michelle Shimizu, Volunteer Coordinator

Most of you already know that our Church has a Food Pantry.  Each Sunday we hear “Woody” tell us how many families we fed on the previous day, but what does that really mean?

On a recent Saturday, we fed 96 families, but that does not mean 96 people, it means 96 families that might have anywhere from 1 to 12 people in one household – that is a lot of people.  This is something about which our small congregation should be very proud.  Through God, we are able to help so many people in need.
Our Food Pantry was recently featured in the newspaper and on two local news channels telling of our desperate need for funds to keep things running.  The outpouring of funds and food from the community has been overwhelming and it shows us that people really do care and want to help those in need.  I took the article to work and my co-workers were amazed at what our small Church is able to do for the community and a lot of them now want to help by donating food.

And, the Food Pantry does not just help feed God’s people physically but also spiritually.  Each time we open the doors for the Food Pantry, we have an opportunity to share God’s love, if only through a smile, a prayer, a listening ear, the squeeze of a hand shake or a touch on the shoulder.  Sharing God’s love to someone who maybe does not know God or Jesus could be a changing point in their life.

We also have a wonderful group of dedicated volunteers, most of whom are not even members of our Church, who felt the call to help and were led to our doors.  Not everyone can physically or financially help but we can all pray for the Food Pantry and all who come to our doors for help.

There are many opportunities for each of us to be a part of this wonderful experience of helping to feed God’s children.  It could change someone’s life and it will definitely change yours.  If you can help, contact me at:  mitch2662@comcast.net.

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.  Use them well to serve one another.”  (1 Peter 4:10, New Living Translation)
--------- A View From The Other Side ----------
Our volunteers really look forward to helping each family that comes to the Pantry for assistance, but do we ever consider how the families feel about getting our help?  A recent Thank You really attracted my attention:
“To:  The First Christian Church Family.  Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior!  As a newcomer to Georgia and Marietta, my family of four children and a single mom (due to their dad’s and my husband’s imprisonment) thank you whole heartedly for your food ministry.  Truly the presence of the Lord is in this place.  Twice you have provided food for my family.  We are believers and we also share in the faith.  We would love to worship with you.  As soon as I get clothes (for the children), we will ‘walk’ to worship with you, because we feel there is ‘love’ and the presence of the Holy Spirit in this House of Worship!  Please read this to the Congregation.  God will always Bless You beyond Measure for keeping His Word.
      Sincerely, the Allen family.”
One of our congregation said, “This is what it’s all about – really helping others – and they are so thankful!  The people are hungry and our Lord said to feed them.”  God Bless You Allen Family!
------- 250 Christmas Gifts Distributed --------
Thank you Amy Verner, Betty Barksdale, and friends for wrapping and giving out over 250 gifts for Food Pantry children at Christmas.  For several weeks before Christmas, items that had been saved all year long were gotten out of storage and sorted, wrapping paper was collected, and coloring books and crayons were prepared for our Christmas Elves to wrap and then distributed the weekend (Saturday and Monday) before Christmas.  Many happy parents and children thank all who participated in this year’s event. 

------- “Souper” Bowl Sunday Feb. 5th --------

                   is fast approaching 

As professional football teams challenge each other in the playoffs, trying to reach the annual Super Bowl Classic on Sunday, February 5, 2012; we at Marietta First Christian Church are getting ready for our “souper bowl” luncheon immediately following worship the same day.  On that Sunday morning, we will celebrate “Souper” Bowl Sunday by asking you to bring a can of soup to donate and listening to the exciting story of how to make “Stone” Soup.  Following worship, stay and share in a luncheon meal of various home-made soups, sandwiches, salad, and dessert items.  Then, the Search Committee will make a short presentation.
------------ Food Pantry Announces -------------

        Annual March/April Fund-Raising
The Disciples Mission Food Pantry is again preparing for its annual March through April Fund-Raising Drive when a portion of all funds raised (or food donated) is matched by the Feinstein Foundation.
---- 7th Graders from East Roswell Christian School Volunteer on MLK, Jr. Holiday -------
On Martin Luther King, Jr. annual Holiday, normally a day off from school, thirteen 7th graders and four adults volunteered in the Food Pantry.  Some registered clients, gave out food, prepared food bags, broke down cereal or French fries, and prepared toiletries bags.  A wonderful job was done by each of these youths led by their teacher Charlotte Glass.  Thank you 7th Graders!
-- Save the Date:  Saturday, May 14, 2012 --
        Letter Carrier’s Annual Food Drive
Have a donation you are unsure we can use?  Call the church office: (770) 428-3125 M-F.  Food donations are welcome M, W, and F & Sat. or call (678) 687-2814.
